This study sought to explore how competent final year student teachers of Turkish language and literature perceive themselves in terms of their content knowledge. To do this, a self-report instrument was administered to 95 students. The analysis of the data revealed that participants of this study perceive themselves fairly competent in their field. However, their perception of content knowledge competence varied from one field to another. They perceived themselves most competent in properties of Turkish language than those of Turkish literature, Old Turkish literature achieving the lowest mean score.
Introduction
Teachers are expected to develop different competencies. These are usually referred to as content knowledge competence, general culture, and pedagogical knowledge competence (e.g. Küçükahmet, 2002; Sönmez, 2003) . Of these, content knowledge competence is of central concern to this study. The content knowledge competence has been defined in the handbook by Higher Education Council and World Bank as "demonstrating the knowledge that is above the level required by the education programme" (1998: 18-28) .
Components of content knowledge competence for different fields of teaching have also been defined by the Turkish Ministry of National Education (MEB, 2011 Most studies into teacher competencies focus upon pedagogical knowledge competency areas. Studies into content knowledge competency are scarce. Further, this study failed to identify any studies into content knowledge competency of student teachers of Turkish language and literature. With recent description of such fields of competence for Turkish language and literature teachers (see above MEB, 2011) , it is timely and can be informative to explore how competent student teachers perceive themselves in their field. This is what this study intends to do. This study then aims to explore, how competent final year students of Turkish language and literature perceive themselves in terms of basic content knowledge they are expected to develop over the course of their 4-year education.
Method

Setting and participants
This study was conducted at the Department of Turkish Language and Literature at ÇanakkaleOnsekiz Mart University, Faculty of Science and Arts. Through a convenience sampling procedure, 95 final year students (of a total of 150) participated in the study. Of these students, 21 were male while 74 were female. In terms of their grade point average (GPA), no significant gender difference was observed (M(female) = 2.18; M(male) = 2.08, t (92) = 919, p > .05).
Instrument
In this study, 5-point Likert-type questionnaire which includes statements related to Turkish literature, Turkish grammar and composition knowledge was applied to fourth grade students in the Turkish Language and Literature Department. Modern Turkish, Turkish Folk Literature, old Turkish literature and new Turkish literature were chosen as the learners' competency areas. For each competency area, 11 questions, one being related to general competence in a given area, were prepared to find out perceptions about different areas. These questions were prepared with regard to MEB(2011) and the education given in Turkish Language and Literature Departments. Statements related to competencies were read by the professors from the field, and the content validity was confirmed. Also, the cronbach alpha reliability coefficients of the sections of the questionnaire were above the acceptable level (Modern Turkish=.77; Turkish Folk Literature= .82; Old Turkish Literature = .79 and New Turkish Literature = .84).
Procedures for data collection and analysis
The questionnaire was applied by the researcher, herself, during a lesson hour. The duration of filling the questionnaire was 15 minutes at most. Descriptive statistics were conducted in SPSS 16.
Findings
Students' perceptions about general competencies
Descriptive statistics indicate that the students feel more competent especially in two subject areas when compared to other areas. These areas are Modern Turkish (M =3.28, SD =.49) and New Turkish Literature (M= 3.72, SD = .59). The participants feel less competent in the other two areas, respectively Turkish Folk Literature (M = 3.28, SD = .64) and Old Turkish Literature (M = 3.09, SD = .62). The results are shown in Table 1 . 
Modern Turkish
The results indicate that the students reported their perceptions relative to different questions. The subjects that the students feel most competent are dividing the words into roots and suffixes easily (M= 4.11, SD = .765) and finding the types of meanings of the words in the texts (M = 4.02, SD = .69). In addition to this, the subjects that the students feel least competent are distinguishing words of foreign origin (M = 3.24, SD = 1.2) and knowledge about phrases (M = 3.45, SD = .796). However, it was figured out that the students have a low perception of the competence which is applying orthographic rules. The results are given in Table 2 . 
New Turkish literature
Descriptive statistics indicate that the students feel more competent in the following subjects as providing information about the types of New Turkish Literature genres (M = 3.97, SD = .72) and commenting on new Turkish literature genres (M = 3.93, SD = .91). The subjects that are given the least perception of competence are giving information about a written work (M = 3.51, SD = 1.02) and having knowledge about the language of the New Turkish Literature works (M = 3.40, SD = 1.22). The results can be found in Table 3 . 
Turkish folk literature
The students feel more competent in the following subjects such as distinguishing verbal and written cultural works (M = 3.93, SD = .878) and finding the rhyme and prosody of the Folk Literature works (M = 3.85, SD=; 1.09). on the other hand, they feel less competent in having knowledge about minstrel literature (M = 2.82, SD = 1.17) and giving information about a literary work (M = 2.93, SD = 1.00). Table 4 shows the results. 
Old Turkish literature
The students feel less competent in this subject when compared to other subjects. The students feel relatively more competent in the subjects like giving information about the types of Old Turkish Literature (M = 3.33, SD = .962), giving information about an Ottoman poet (M= 3.32, SD = 1.00), commenting on verse types of Old Turkish Literature (M = 3.32, SD = 1.04) and finding the prosody of the works of this era (M = 3.29, SD = 1.24). On the other hand, the least competence level that the students appeared to have are given to the statements I am competent in Old Turkish Literature subjects (M = 2.82, SD = 1.08) and commenting on Old Turkish Literature works (M = 2.75, SD = 1.11). table 5 shows these results. 
